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El Paso/Elbert County border. An adequately moist boundary layer
resides over the CO High Plains with 45-50 degrees F dewpoints.
Upslope flow to the north of the front and an easterly component to
the flow south of the front suggest the higher terrain will be
favored for initial storm development. Visible satellite imagery
shows mostly sunny skies with strong heating occurring and a
swelling cumulus field over the higher terrain.

Additional heating will further destabilize the airmass as
surface-500 mb lapse rates reach or locally exceed 9 degrees C/km
and lead to moderate buoyancy (1000-2000 J/kg MLCAPE). Moderate
mid- to high-level southerly flow will result in 25-30 kt effective
shear south of the front and 30-40 kt north of the boundary. The
initial stronger storms will be capable of a large hail/severe gust
risk. A risk for a tornado will seemingly focus in the DCVZ
vicinity before storm coverage substantially increases late this
afternoon/early evening. PW around 3/4 inch, a sufficiently strong
wind profile favoring organized multicells/supercells, very steep
lapse rates favoring evaporatively cooled downdrafts, coupled with a
cluster/linearly organized cold pool structure will combine to
support a substantial risk for scattered severe gusts. The risk for
severe gusts will probably maximize during the 22-02z period with
storm intensity lessening towards the KS/CO border as diurnal
cooling and a capping inversion lower the overall severe threat.
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