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through southwest ND. A warm front stretches from southwest MN into
eastern ND where it intersects the cold front. Warm sector between
these boundaries has become moderately unstable with 8 C/km 700-500
mb lapse rates situated above upper 50s F low-level dewpoints
resulting in up to 2500 J/kg MLCAPE. Warm air at the base of the
elevated mixed layer has resulted in a capping inversion, and this
region has been under the influence of shortwave ridging much of the
day. However, water vapor imagery indicates a shortwave trough near
the MT/ND border. Increasing ascent associated with this feature and
a strengthening low-level jet should result in the development of
storms along the cold front this evening with consensus among CAMS
suggesting between 01 and 02Z. RAP analysis indicates a 50 kt
mid-level jet accompanying the shortwave trough, and this will
contribute to sufficient effective bulk shear for supercells as the
initial storm mode with damaging wind and large hail the main
threats. Despite higher than optimal LCL heights, a brief tornado or
two cannot be ruled out, mainly within a small window before storms
grow upscale.
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